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Syllabus

Course Description:
Students will learn the skills and processes necessary to communicate effectively and confidently in
school and society.

Instructional Philosophy:
Through the development of writing skills, it is our goal that students will become academic achievers,
clear communicators, responsible citizens, complex thinkers, and quality producers.

Power Standards:

Standard 1: Writing Process
Students learn and apply the Six Traits in the steps of the writing process with emphasis
on prewriting and drafting.
Standard 2: Writing Applications
Students write in a variety of forms with emphasis on narrative/expository writing and
focus on ideas.
Standard 3: Writing Components
A - Students apply appropriate sentence structure, subject/verb agreement, and
conventions.
B - Students apply spelling rules with focus on affixes and
Latin and Greek roots

Major Course Projects and Assignments:

Throughout year Writing skills and 6 Traits processes

1% Quarter Descriptive/Writing Process

1% Quarter Narrative/6 Traits of Writing

2" Quarter Expository/DWA

2" Quarter Persuasive/Business Letter to Santa

2" Quarter Creative writing/rewrite “Night Before Christmas”
3" Quarter Research Report — Genre Reflection Portfolio

4™ Quarter Story Writing — Hoodwinked - Rewrite Fairytale
4™ Quarter Expository — Mythology Introduction Unit

4™ Quarter Craters of Moon Field Trip (pending)
Throughout year Grammar and usage skills & Spelling

Assessment and Grading Plan:
Rubrics based on the 6-Traits Writing Process will be used to assess student writing & 6" grade
common assessments.



Grading Scale:
Final grades will use the district grading scale:
A=100%-90% D =69% - 60%
B =89% - 80% F=59% = 0%
C=79% - 70% | = Incomplete
Grades will be weighted as follows:
Writing = 45%
Daily Grammar Practice Test = 20%
Weekly Quiz/ Skill Lessons = 20%
Spelling = 10%
Productivity/Student Engagement/Homework = 5%

Components of the Grade:
Major writing assignments and In-class work
Students receive rubrics addressing specific expectations at the beginning of each unit.

Policy for Re-Doing Work:
All assignments will be completed at a satisfactory level, or students will be required to complete as
teacher deems appropriate. All assessments can be retaken after completion of re-teaching activities.

Opportunities for Extra Help:
In addition to the assistance provided in the regular classroom, students may make arrangements with
the teacher to receive additional assistance during Prime Time or after school.

Required Materials:

1/2” three ring binder with dividers & blank notebook paper or 3 subject spiral notebook
blue or black, & red pens pencils

glue stick highlighter

AR library book

—————————————————— Detach Along This Line - - - - - - - - -

I have read and reviewed the above information with my student

(Student Name)

Date Parent (Guardian) Signature



